
First Nations Special Education    

CONNECTIONS
Do you work with First 
Nations students in British 
Columbia?  

Do you have special 
education questions?  
If so, you are invited to contact the 
First Nations Special Education 
Resource Line! The Resource Line is 
a free service for BC educators and 
parents.  

The Resource Line is designed to help 
you brainstorm approaches, guide you 
toward helpful resources, help you to 
understand assessment documents, 
and share the latest information on 
special education. 

When you call, you will reach the 
Resource Line Coordinator, Lisa 
Ellis. Lisa is available to answer your 
questions, Monday to Thursday, 12:30 
to 4:30 during the school year

Contact the Resource Line:
Toll-free 1-877-547-1919
lisae@fnesc.ca

Connections is the newsletter of 
the Resource Line.  Back issues of 
Connections are available from

www.fnsa.ca/resource-line.htm
The Resource Line is a collaborative 
project of the First Nations Education 
Steering Committee and the First 
Nations Schools Association, made 
possible by fi nancial assistance from 
the Department of Indian Affairs.
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In our busy day-to-day teaching worlds, we sometimes don’t think about 
the resources and supports available to us.  Don’t forget to contact the 
fabulous new Speech and Language Resource Line.  The First Nations 
Speech and Language Resource Line is a free service connecting 
teachers, administrators, parents, and service providers to the information 
they need to support First Nations students with speech language needs. 
Feel free to give Deanne a call! Call toll-free 1-877-547-5926 Hours: 
Wednesday 8pm - 4:30, Thursday 3pm – 4 (24 hour voice mail) 
Email: deannez@fnesc.ca.

You can join the First Nations Special Education Electronic Mailing List to 
connect with others working with the same students (contact Lisa Ellis to 
join).  FNSA schools can borrow special ed resources from the resource 
library.  And of course, you can contact the Special Education Resource 
Line by phone (1-877-547-1919) or email (lisae@fnesc.ca). These are a 
few of your resources! 

Lisa Ellis  

SET-BC /FNESC Project 
Submitted by Carol Graham, 
FNESC/SET-BC Project
cgraham@setbc.org
Looking for another fun way to 
get your students involved with 
reading books?  Check out the 
Accessible Books project on the SET-BC website www.setbc.org

Accessible Books are popular children’s books that have been ‘recreated’ 
by scanning the pages into a computer software program and recording a 
voice reading the text of each page. 

Children of all abilities enjoy interacting with these books.  Those who have 
reading challenges or physical diffi culty turning pages can enjoy a story 
that they can ‘read’ all by themselves.  Children who can read easily still 
enjoy the stories and usually experience more exposure to the vocabulary 
and ideas when they look at them again and again.

Because of copyright restrictions, to get an electronic copy of most of the 
accessible books you must fi rst have a paper copy of the book in your 
possession.  Most school libraries have many of the titles included in the 
book list.  The book list has hundreds of books available, and is growing 
all the time.  Check out the Accessible Books webpage for ordering 
information and many other resources.

There are some copyright-free accessible books available for download 
from the website, so you could download some books and get started right 
away! 1
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Useful Websites

Centres of Excellence for Children’s Well-Being: Children and Adolescents with Special Needs - 
Learning and Communication
www.lcnorth.ca
The focus of this site is on special needs in learning and communication among Canadian youth, particularly in 
rural and northern communities.  The team of learning and communication experts who make up the Centres 
of Excellence includes researchers, practitioners, community, government and corporate groups.  Some of the 
documents available under the “Work Completed” section include:

Hearing impairment due to Otitis Media and subsequent communication diffi culties (oral and written) 
This review focuses on the effects of chronic middle ear disease in northern Canada. Risk factors, 
interventions, and implications for hearing loss, language development and literacy are discussed.

Attention and behaviour diffi culties, including their identifi cation, culturally appropriate assessment and 
remediation 
Traditional defi nitions of behaviour, attention, and oppositional defi ant diffi culties have yet to be changed 
to ensure cultural appropriateness.  The review includes literature related to defi nitions, culture, 
identifi cation and assessment, interventions, rural context, parents and caregivers, teachers and 
paraeducators, and other topics. 

Identifi cation and assessment of gifted and talented children and adolescents including culturally and 
linguistically appropriate defi nitions, assessment and enrichment 
This review discusses diffi culties associated with defi nitions of gifted and talented children who live in 
northern, rural and isolated communities, including Inuit, First Nations and Métis youngsters. Furthermore, 
it examines problems encountered in attempting to identify youth using instruments and procedures that 
are culturally and linguistically inappropriate.

Defi nition and identifi cation of children’s attention and behaviour diffi culties, with a focus on northern 
youth
Medical, educational, and cross-cultural perspectives are employed to discuss factors that are especially 
signifi cant in Canada’s north including acculturation, schooling, and mis-diagnosis.

A video workshop to assist in community-based identifi cation and prevention of otitis media and 
associated disabilities in Ontario’s North. Other videos that may be ordered are Controversial Practices in 
Special Education, focusing on warning signs, product information, and consumer protection; and Early 
literacy education including early assessment, identifi cation and intervention, remedial reading issues for 
adolescents with impaired literacy skills.

Articles and Resources Online

Functional Skills Curriculum Framework
Developed by Ventura County Special Education 
www.venturacountyselpa.com/A-Z/HTMLobj-285/functional_skills_curr.pdf
(note this is a very large download, at almost 11MB)

Do you have students with moderate to severe disabilities who require functional skills instruction, or “life skills”?  
This manual was developed to assist the student’s team to prioritize goals and objectives for the IEP, and to 
serve as a guide for developing appropriate instructional activities.  

The manual lists a continuum of skills broken into domain areas (self-care, recreation, vocational, motor skills, 
communication, and social/emotional).  The team can decide which skills should be used as objectives in the 
IEP.  The guide then provides indicators that show the skill is mastered.  These indicators can be used in the 
evaluation part of the IEP.
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Our Words, Our Ways: Teaching First Nations, Métis and Inuit Learners 
http://education.alberta.ca/teachers/resources/cross/ourwordsourways.aspx 
This pdf resource from Alberta Education provides information about Aboriginal 
cultures and perspectives, and sample strategies for meeting the needs and 
recognizing the gifts of Aboriginal students.  As well as many valuable tools in the 
appendices, chapter titles are:

Worldviews and Aboriginal Cultures: Where hearts are rooted

Aboriginal Students: Who are they? How do they learn?

The Classroom: A community of learners

School, Family and Community: Sharing the responsibility

Learning Strategies for Aboriginal Students: Opportunities to make learning 
meaningful

Assessment: Authentic refl ections of important learnings

Teaching Aboriginal Students with Learning Disabilities:

Recognizing gifts and strengths 

When the Textbook Is Too Hard: Oral Reading Can Help
By Marya Washington Tyler
Here are some techniques to help students in grades 2-12 learn to scan, read faster, and all the while get 
meaning during oral reading of diffi cult nonfi ction textbooks. 

Weed out in advance the parts of the book students can live without. 

Wow Them. Draw them into the chapter with an exciting story or fact. 

Take the Lead. Start off the oral reading yourself. Those fi rst introductory 
paragraphs are crucial. Make them exciting. Play them up. 

Let Them Lead. Now that the kids are with you, it’s time to call upon one of the better readers 
in the class to read. Here’s the stipulation. At any point, even in the middle of a sentence, 
they can call upon someone else (someone who hasn’t read yet) to read.  Because it’s like 
a game, students will listen. They will also keep their eyes on the text, to be ready in case 
their name is called.  What if a kid passes after one word? Let it go. Let the class determine 
in advance a just (and reasonable) retribution for getting caught not paying attention.

Huh? Sometimes kids get more caught up in the game than the content. So 
occasionally, stop the child who is reading and say, “I don’t get that. How do …?”

Are You Listening? At some point, you fi nish reading the chapter to them.  But occasionally, 
stop abruptly in the middle of a sentence. Let them fi ll in the blank. It becomes a game. You’ll fi nd 
they are all listening,  they are all reading along with you, and they are all actively engaged. 

The full article can be downloaded at: www.nea.org/teachexperience/mtoralrdgk041130.html
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“Check Out” the Lending Library...
The FNESC/FNSA Special Education Lending Library has many valuable resources for your work with First 
Nations students with special needs.  Please note that the lending library is available to FNSA member schools 
only. Browse through the library’s special education materials online by visiting the website 
http://www.fnesc.org:88.  If you would like to see all of the Lending Library Resources, try putting “Special 
Education” as your search term.  All of the resources will be listed. To request materials contact Patti Yamamoto 
at the FNESC offi ce at P: 1-877-422-3672, F: 604-925-6097 or email: pattiy@fnesc.ca.

Defusing Anger and Aggression: Safe Strategies for Secondary School Educators
Iris Media
Staff have the ability to defuse or escalate problem behaviour. Author Geoff Colvin gives six believable 
vignettes of potentially serious problem behaviours, and then gives realistic and effective strategies for safely 
defusing the situations. Situations depicted are:

Managing Off-Task Behaviour

Responding to Provocative Behaviour

Responding to Disrespectful Behaviour

Reducing Agitation

Establishing Limits

Responding to Crisis Behaviour

This 30-minute video comes with a reproducible program manual giving summary information, discussion 
questions and additional resources.  The video lends itself to playing one vignette, discussing the situation, 
practicing a defusing response, and then moving on to the next vignette.

•
•
•
•
•
•
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Dates for your Calendar
Don’t miss local special education related workshops and conferences!  The REVISED 2007-2008 Special 
Professional Development Issue of Connections is available online at: www.fnsa.ca/resource-line.htm.   

February 15, Victoria. The Saanich Teachers’ Association presents “Brain Power Matters 2008.” Pam Robbins will 
present brain-based learning strategies for K-12 classrooms. Pam has worked with and has published with the ASCD, the 
Florida Leadership Academy and the National Staff Development Council. Register online at 
http://www.claremont-school.ca/lrc/Brain_Power_Matters.htm or contact Sally Glen at 250-479-1124. 

February 15, Agassiz. SD78 Native Education and Aboriginal Services Professional Development Day.  Seabird Island 
Community School.  Keynote Dr. Lee Brown (UBC).  Registration forms at www.sd78.bc.ca. Questions? Please call Pat 
Marsh at 604-869-2842, or Rod Peters at 604-869-2411, ext. 107.  pmarsh@sd78.bc.ca 

February 16, Abbotsford. “Our Students, Our Community, Our Future” Shared Learning Conference.  Workshops 
include: A Student’s Brain: How it Works; Parents as Partners: Rights, Roles and Responsibilities; Layered Curriculum: 
for teachers with more than one student in their classroom; Busting the Myths of Giftedness: Understanding your gifted 
learner and how to help her/him.  For more information, contact Jolene Davies at (604) 851-4880. 
www.sd34.bc.ca/upload/Shared%20Learning%202007_NO%20SUP.pdf

February 16, Surrey. The Art of Advocacy for Parents of Children with Special Needs. 
www.actbc.ca/workshops_and_training/workshops/bytitle.htm.

February 22, Kamloops.  Assessment and Literacy Strategies for “Grey Area” Students.  Do you have students that don’t 
really qualify as “special needs” but who seem to require additional support and time?  How can we keep these “grey area” 
learners from falling through the cracks?  Registration forms are at www.fnsa.ca/specialed.htm#2. Questions? Contact 
Kelly Kitchen or Barb O’Neill at 1-877-422-3672

February 22, Kelowna. “Teaching to Diversity: Universal Design for Learning” with Dr. Beth Sparks, Brigitte Sebulsky, 
and Wally Asher. The latest brain research confi rms what experienced teachers have always known: No two children are 
alike and no two children learn in the identical way. For more information contact Alan Peterson at 
ataconference@hotmail.com .

February 22-23, Kelowna.  An Introduction to the Verbal Behavior Approach to Applied Behavior Analysis.  
www.actbc.ca/workshops_and_training/workshops/bytitle.htm.

February 25-27, Vancouver.  FASD Phase 1 Training with Diane Malbin. Registration forms are available at 
www.fnsa.ca/specialed.htm#2. Questions? Contact Kelly Kitchen or Barb O’Neill at 1-877-422-3672

February 28-March 1, Vancouver. 2nd Annual National Conference, Aboriginal Learning Knowledge Centre. The 
conference theme, Seeing Ourselves in the Mirror: Giving Life to Learning, will feature holistic learning practices that 
support learning through all the stages of life. Contact conference@fnesc.ca or visit www.ccl-cca.ca/aboriginallearning 

March 1, Nanaimo. The Art of Advocacy for Parents of Children with Special Needs.
www.actbc.ca/workshops_and_training/workshops/bytitle.htm.

March 7, Prince George. Educational Spring Fling: 4th North Central zone conference. Featuring Barry MacDonald 
http://MentoringBoys.com as keynote in addition to PITA and BCPTA mini conferences. Excellent variety of workshops for 
all grades and subject areas. Prince George Senior Secondary School. Brochure and presenter information available at 
www.bctf.ca/locals/Local57/, www.bctf.ca/NorthCentralZone. For more information contact Deb Vandal at 
dvandal@sd57.bc.ca or 250-562-7214. 

March 8, Surrey. Transitioning from High School to Work - Preparing Students with Autism for Adulthood. 
www.actbc.ca/workshops_and_training/workshops/bytitle.htm

March 10, Vancouver.  Crisis & Trauma Resource Institute Inc. presents Responding to Trauma.  The impact of trauma 
is complex and confusing and it affects all people differently.  This introductory workshop will explore some of the more 
relevant understandings about how trauma develops and then infl uences and impacts an individual.  For more information: 
204-452-9199, Toll Free: 877-353-3205,  www.ctrinstitute.com

March 11, Vancouver. Crisis & Trauma Resource Institute Inc. presents Self-Harm Behaviour in Youth - Issues and 
Strategies. This introductory workshop will assist participants in understanding the experience and motivations of 
adolescents who intentionally injure themselves.  In addition, the course will provide practical strategies for working with 
youth struggling with this complex issue. For more information: 204-452-9199, Toll Free: 877-353-3205, 
www.ctrinstitute.com

March 13-14, Vancouver. Special Education Association of BC presents its 33rd annual Crosscurrents Conference at 
the Westin Bayshore. Keynote speaker Deborah Estes, “Brain Power.” Workshops and exhibitors for Regular and Special 
Educators. Contact person: bjfoulds@telus.net
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