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First Nations schools implement their own

measures of success

Welcome back. Wehopeyou are
looking forward to another successful
school year. The2004/2005 school
year marksthe beginning of both new
and annual FNSA activitiesand this
news etter provides some of the

highlights

Notably, this September isthe start of a
pilot project to coordinate First Nations
schools' effortsto measure student
progress and collect datato track
program and school effectiveness.

Until now, First Nationsschoolshave
used avariety of dataand measures.
The challenge has been that because
there hasbeen little coordination or
standardization of thoseefforts, the
FNSA hasbeenlimitedinitsability to
interpret thedataand highlight the
important work being donein BC.

During the past two years, First Nations
schoolshave discussed school
measuresand datacollectionissues
through aseriesof community
consultation meetingsand at Annua
Generd Mestings. Participantsinthe
2004 Annua General Meeting last April
voted to pursue aFirst Nations Schools

Measures and Data Collection Project
pilot in 2004/05.

All First Nations schoolswere sent a
letter from the FNSA this September
askingfor their assistancewiththispilot
project. Specifically, schoolshave
been asked to complete adata
collectionform, which asksaseriesof
questionsof school staff and includes
surveysfor studentsand parents.

continued on page 2

Regional Sessions Underway

Everyoneisinvitedto participateinthis
Fdl’ sseriesof community meetingson
Aborigina educationknownas
Regiona Sessons, whichare
happeningin communitiesacrossBC.
Staff and board membersfromthe
First Nations Education Steering
Committeeand staff of the BC Ministry
of Educationwill describe recent work
and godls, and beavailableto discuss
local educationissues.

Visitthe Workshops section of
www.fnesc.cafor registration details.

|
First Nations Schools Association Newdletter ...... 1



Measures and Data
cont. from page 1

Thedatawill gotothe FNSA, and the FNSA will
createaprovincia-level summary of thedata

Only theprovincid level summary will be shared with
Indian and Northern AffairsCanada(INAC). The
FNSA will not releaseany datafor individual schools
andal individua school level datawill betreated as
completely confidentid.

The FNSA strongly believesthat thisproject will
assi &t First Nations school sin meeting accountability
and reporting requirements. Rather thanbeingan
accountability measureimposed by an outside body,
this process has been pro-actively devel oped by First
Nations schoolsfor First Nationsschools. It enables
the school sto report datathat reflectsvalues
identified by the schoolsthemselves.

Anyonewho has questions, feedback or suggestions
about the First Nations Schools Dataand M easures
Project can contact:

Barb Kavanagh barbk@fnesc.ca

Marie Matthew mlmatthew@direct.ca 250-652-5652

Dayna Anderson daynaa@fnesc.ca 1-877-422-3672

Resultsof the pilot project will bereviewed at the
2005 FNSA AGM for feedback and direction for
futurework.

Supporting Principals

The FNSA ispleased to announcethat Marie
Matthew will continue her work asPrincipal
Resource Person and expand her servicesfroma
part-timeto full-timebasisthisyear. Marie supports
First Nationsschool principalswithissuessuch as
school growth plans, parenta involvement, staff
management, record keeping, serviceintegration,
|eadership, resource management, reporting, and
funding. Mariehasworked asan administrator in
Negweygwelsten School in Barriere, BC. Shecan
be contacted at mImatthew@direct.ca

T: 250-652-5652.

School Assessment and the New
Certification Option

Over the past fiveyears, the FNSA hasworked with
First Nations school sto devel op aschool assessment
model that reflectsthe unique needs of First Nations
schools. Threedifferent assessment toolshave been
created - onefor K-12 schools, onefor small
preschool programs, and another for adult programs.

Eleven schoolscompleted their internal and externa
reviewsin 2003/04, and now the 2004/05
Assessment Project hasbegun. Thefirst project
workshop took placein April 2004 and twenty First
Nationsschoolswill be participating inthisschool
yedr.

Todate, fifty First Nations schoolshave undertaken
assessmentsand they have generaly indicated that
the processwasworthwhileand rewarding.

At the 2004 AGM, the FNSA membership approved
anew certification component to the assessment
process. The certification component isoptional for
schoolsthat undertake an FNSA sponsored
assessment project.

Schoolshaverelated that having the FNSA - an
organization that was created by and for First
Nationsschools- formally certify schoolsis
meaningful to many First Nationscommunity and
school staff. It demonstratesFirst Nations control of
First Nationseducation and has additional benefitsof
bringing recognition from outs de agencies, providing
communitieswith assurancesthat schoolsaremeeting
recognized standards, and complementing the
ongoing jurisdiction negotiations. Seven schoolshave
been successfully certified to date.

Asmore school s undertake assessments and some
also chooseto seek FNSA certification, the FNSA
looksforward to supporting schoolsintheir growth
efforts.
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Program Information Online

You canfind thelatest FNSA/FNESC program
guidelines, proposal writing tipsand reporting
templatesonline:

Youth Employment Strategy, New Pathwaysfor
Education, and School Net: visit the Programs page at
http://mww.fnesc.ca

Specia Education Programinformation, visit
http://mww.fnsa.calspecided.htm

Data Linking Pilot Project

Tracking the progress of studentswho move between
on and off-reserve schoolshastraditionally beena
difficult task because Indian and Northern Affairs
Canada(INAC) andthe BC Ministry of Education
(MOE) maintain separate sets of student records.

With approva from the FNSA and FNESC Boards,
FNSA/FNESC staff worked with INAC and MoE
staff to devel op aproject to addressthisissue. The
DataLinking Pilot Project business planwas
approved at the FNSA 2004 Annua General
Mesting.

Phase One of the project isnow underway. It
involveslinking recordsfor studentswho areonthe
INAC nomind roll database, including those
attending First Nationsand public schools, withthe
MoE student records. Theinitia study will track
three cohorts of Grade 6 students.

All datacollected through this pilot project issubject
to strict accesstoinformation requirements. For
instance, only the FNSA and FNESC will have
accesstoindividua school level dataand no
identifiablestudent level datawill beavailableto any
of the project steering committee. If, after reviewing
theresultsof Phase One, itisdetermined that a
second phasewould beneficid, the committeewill
consult with First Nations school sand communities
about thispossibility.

Teacher Salary Survey and Band
School Funding Research

Oneof therecommendationsof theMinister's
National Working Group on Education, describedin
the 2003 report, Our Children - Keepers of the
Sacred Knowledge, isto addressthe longstanding
salary differencesbetween teachersin First Nations
schoolsand their counterpartsin provincia schools.

The FNSA and FNESC have now gathered
supporting evidencefor thisissuethrough asurvey
that wasdistributed to all BC First Nations schools.

The study found that despite the additiona funding
granted by Indian and Northern AffairsCanadain
2003/04, significant salary and benefitsinequitiestill
exist. For instance, of the First Nationsschool
respondentsthat use salary grids, 70% pay salaries
to teachersthat are bel ow that of the nearest school
district. Twenty-five percent of First Nationsschools
do not offer their teachers pension plans, and 20%
do not offer extended health plans.

Anindependent study by Bill Postl for FNESC/
FNSA of Band school funding for the 2003/2004
school year found that Band schoolsare, overall,
sgnificantly under-funded comparedto provincia
schoals.

Onaverage, Band school swould need afunding
increase of 22% ($2293 per student) to match the
funding of acomparably sized provincid school inthe
same (or nearest) school district. Small schoolsand
secondary schoolsexperiencethelargest funding
shortfdls.

Securing adequate teacher salary funding and overal
Firgt Nationsschool fundingisahigh priority for the
FNSA and theresearch of the past year will be

important support for the FNSA'seffortsinthisarea.

The FNSA would liketo thank al of thosewho
contributed to these studies.
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Seventh Generation Club

The Seventh Generation Club has
over 6000 young membersand it
continuesto be popular with
studentsand their teachers.

Two editionsof the Club daytimer
weredistributed thisyear - a
Junior Editionand aSenior Edition
- both featuring funtriviaand
student artwork. TheClub
continuesto recognizeregular and
consistent school attendanceandit
holdsavariety of writingand
drawing conteststhroughout the
school year. Visttheclub onlineat
www.seventhgenerationclub.com.

Parents Club

Last year, in addition to theregular
ParentsClub activitieslikethe
newd etter and incentive prizes, the
Club sponsored local workshops,
hosted a Parents Conference, and
madeit possiblefor severa
parentsto attend the BC
Confederation of Parent Advisory
Council Conference.

Therearenow 122 local First
Nations Parents ClubsacrossBC,
and, thanksto funding from

INAC' sParental and Community
Engagement Strategy Program,
FNESC and the FNSA continue
to support the Parents Clubsin
2004/2005.

FNSA Membership Fees Due

If you have not aready paid them,
please remember that 2004-2005
membership feesare now due.
Contact theofficefor details.

Special Education Lending
Library and Services

First Nations schoolsarewelcome
to apply for the special education
servicesdelivered by FNSA/
FNESC’ stwo Speech Language
Pethol ogistsand Specia

Education Consultant, and to
request avariety of professional
devel opment workshops.

Aninformation brochureand
servicerequest formareavailable
onthe FNSA website
www.fnsa.caon the Specia
Education Programming page,
dongwithfurther information
about the Specia Education
Program.

Weare a so pleased to announce
that the new Specia Education
Lending Library, established for
FNSA member schools, hasa
searchableonline catal ogueat
www.fnesc.org.

Other useful servicesincludethe
Toll-Free Specia Education
ResourceLine (1-877-547-
1919), Connections newdletter,
and specid educationlistserve.

Events

10th Annual Provincial Conference
onAborigina Education,
Vancouver, Nov. 6-8, 2004

FNSA Conferenceand Annual
Genera Meeting

April 22 and 23, 2005 (tbc)
Vancouver, BC

First Nations Schools
Association
Board of Directors

GregL ouie, President
Maagtusiis School - Nuu-chah-nulth/
Coast Salish Region

ErnieHill, Vice-President

Hartley Bay Elem./Sec. School - Haida/
Tsimshian/Haida/Nisga aRegion

Mark Point, Secretary
Chalo School - Nuu-chah-nulth/Coast
Salish Region

LenMerriman, Treasurer
T’ lisalaw’ lakw School - Kwakiutl/
Heiltsuk/Nuxalk/Oweekeno Region

Regional Representatives

Cliff Casper Sk’il Mountain Community
School - Secpwepemc/St’at’imc/

Nlaka pamux Region

Victor Jim Moricetown Elem. School -
Gitksan/Wet’ suwet’ en Region

Richard Elliott, TI' etingox’ tin School -
Tsihlgot'in/Carrier/Sekani Region

Ruth Laurie, SEN* POK* CHIN School -
K ootenay/Okanagan Region

Carol Michdl, Stein Valley Nlaka pamux
School - Secwepemc/St’ at’imc/
Nlaka pamux Region

Cathy Seymour, KwadachaDune Ty
Centre, Kaska/Dene/Tahltan/Tagish/
Inland Tlingit Region

Contact

First Nations School sAssociation
113- 100 Park Royal South
West Vancouver, BC

V7T 1A2

toll-free: 1-877-422-3672

tel: (604) 925-6087

fax (604) 925-6097
www.fhsa.ca

emall: fnesc@fnesc.ca
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