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Working Together to Build
Stronger Communities:
First Nations Schools Conference

TheFirgt Nations Schools Association
ispleasedto host itsthird annual First
Nations Schoolsconference on April
28 & 29, 2000. Theconferenceis
being held at the Empire Landmark
Hotd inVancouver, BC.

Thethemefor thisyear’sconferenceis
“Working Together to Build Stronger
Communities’ and the keynote speaker
will be Satsan (Herb George), theBC
Regiond Vice Chief for the Assembly
of First Nations. Satsan believesthat
quaity educationfor First Nations
learnersisacritical component of self
government. Without the capacity to
run our own governments, with our own
people, self government will not befully
redlized.

The Conferencewill dsoincludemany
workshopsdedingwithissuesranging
from school board devel opment to
cregting amission statement andvison
for your school. Most of thework-
shopsare being presented by repre-
sentativesof BC First Nationsschools
whowish to sharetheir successes. We
hopeeveryonewill enjoy theevent.

FNSA AGM discussions

Thefourth First Nations Schools
Asociation Annual General Meeting
(AGM) isdsobeing held April 28 &
29, 2000 at the Empire Landmark
Hotdl. Thisyear, severa issuesrequire
discussonand adecisonfromthe
membershipinduding:

v anew feeschedule

v new by-€election proceduresto
replace Directorsthat resign
mid-term

v consideration of Head Start
programsbecoming FNSA
members

v school assessment (includinga
discussion of two possible
assessment modelsand training
for externd evauators)

Therearealso several Board of Direc-
torsvacanciesthisyear, and e ections
of new representativeswill take place
athe AGM. Itistruly excitingto see
the membership grow each year, and
welook forward to an exciting 2000-
2001!
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The Auditor General’s Report
and Aboriginal Education

OnApril 11, 2000 the Auditor General released his
report, wichincluded asection dealingwith Aborigi-
nal Education. Whilethereport started positively, by
recognizing that quality First Nationseducation must
includelanguage and culture, it goeson toimply that
First Nationsare not spending their education funding
appropriately. Thereport generadly suggeststhat
Indian Affairsshould bemorerigourousinitsac-
countability processeswith First Nationsto ensure
that education dollarsareactualy spent on education
activities.

Thetone of thereport seemsto put moreresponsibil-
ity on First Nationsto do morewithless. Thisisnot
themessagewewere hoping for.

TheFirst Nations Education Steering Committee
(FNESC) formally responded to themediawitha
pressrelease, and Chief Nathan Matthew was
availableto provide comment uponrequest. The
main responsefrom FNESC and Chief Matthew was
that First Nations schoolsare already doing more
withless, and they require sufficient resourcesto
provideaquality educationthat isat par withthe
provincia education system (recognizing that the
provincia systemisnot believed to bethe most
appropriate measuring stick).

The FNSA will continueto updateitsmembership
about further reactiontothe Auditor General’s
report, and will continueitseffortsto raise awvareness
about the critical function of First Nationsschools
and the considerabl e constraintsunder which they
currently operate.

The FNSA Continues Its Work
Related to School Assessment

One of themore challenging tasksthat the FNSA has
undertaken thisyear isthe production of two possible
modelsof school assessment.

Theissueof school assessment isvery important.
The Department of Indian Affairs(DIA) has asserted
itsintention to requirethat at least 15-20 First Na-
tionsschoolsconduct eva uationsin the upcoming
year. DIA hasaready eliminated the $27 per FTE
that wasincluded inthe First Nationsschool funding
formulafor school evauations, arguing that it will
instead provide additional funding to those schools
that will berequired to submit evaluationsin 2000/
2001. Theprocessand exact funding figuresthat will
beimplemented are not known at thistime.

Building upon thework begun by Chief Nathan
Matthew in 1998/1999, and using informationre-
garding the provincia accreditation processand the

I ndependent School s assessment process, the FNSA
has created two possible optionsfor undertaking
First Nationsschool assessments.

Working withavolunteer committee of First Nations
school adminigtratorsand principas, the FNSA has
attempted to prepareinformation that will assst
schoolsinlooking criticaly at their operationsand
prepare school growth plans. Two possible assess-
ment model shave been devel oped, both of which
includeacons deration of issuesthat makeFirst
Nationsschool sunique, including languageand
culture programs, mission and vision statements,
community involvement activities, aswell asseverd
other relevant topics.

Thetwo assessment model optionswill be consid-
ered at the FNSA Annual General Mesting, and the
membershipwill beasked to providedirection
regarding next stepsto betaken inthisregard.
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Speakers Series A Great Success and Returning Again Next Year

The Speakers Seriesthat wasinitiated for thefirst
timeduring the past year wasagreat success. Re-
sponsesfrom theworkshop participantswere ex-
tremely positive, and the peoplewho attended
included teachers, school board members, parents,
community workers, and students.

Evaluation formsweredistributed at each of the
sessions, and the participants consi stently indicated
that theworkshopswereinformative, well organized,
and extremely useful.

Dr. Larry Thomasfacilitated three school board
training workshopsin 1999/2000. The sessionstook
placein Vancouver, Prince Rupert and Prince
George. Some of the comments made about the
school board training workshopsinclude: excellent
organization, smpleto understand, interesting, effec-
tive, very enjoyable, andinformative. Thepartici-
pants al so said that the workshop would bea* great
onefor al boards.”

David Rattray, Gwen Phillipsand Karen Bailey
Romanko, and Gwen Point each presented two
workshops on supporting children. Thosework-
shops, whichwereintended to provideinformation
about how community memberscan collectively
support First Nationsyoung people and encourage
them to achieve educationa success, werevery well
received. Theparticipantsfound theworkshopsvery
useful, notingintheir evaluation formsthat theinfor-
mation wasgood for schools, clear, very relevant for
Firgt Nationscommunities, and“ hel pful indealing
with children putinour care.”

Seven workshopswere also organized to provide
training for parentsand staff of First Nationsschools
intheareaof specia education. Thoseworkshops
werefacilitated by Deb Evensen, Kim Marcum, BJ
Wise, Art More, and Dawn Rheitaug. The specia
education sessionswere extremely well received by
all of theparticipants. Again, theworkshop partici-
pantsexpressed great interest inthe materia spre-
sented, and commented that theideaswerevery

useful, positive, and helpful. One participant even
noted that “thishasbeen one of themost interesting,
motivating, enjoyableworkshops|’ veever attended.”

Giventheoverwhelmingly positiveresponsetothe
presentationsin 1999/2000, the FNSA will again be
implementing aspeakersseriesin 2000/2001. Many
of the samefacilitators have been asked to present
againintheupcoming year, but in avariety of new
locations. Theintention of thischangeisto alow new
peopleto hear from the peoplewho were so well
received by other First Nations school representa-
tivesin 1999/2000.

A tentative schedul e for the 2000/2001 workshops
will befindized within the next month, and confirmed
detailswill bedistributed to First Nationsschoolsas
soonaspossible. If youwould likemoreinformation
about thisinitiative, pleasefed freeto contact
NatashaNahanee at the FNSA office, at phone
number (604) 925 - 6087.

Seventh Generation Club
Continues to Grow

The Seventh Generation clubisbooming!! Wenow
have upwards of 4600 members, and more member-
shipformsarereceived daily. Lettersfrom children
indicatethat they like and support the club, and we
have secured funding for two moreyears!!

On April 4,2000, over 60 studentstravelled with 20
chaperonesto Vancouver to meet Cheroke Parks
(the Club co-captain representing the Grizzlies), vist
Science World and the Museum of Anthropology,
and attend the Grizzliesgamethat ended witha
buzzer beater shot by Michael Bibby. The students
who attended all had attendance records of 95-
100%! The children should be congratulated for their
hard work, and wewish them continued success!!!
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Welcome to
Sheila Resels

SheilaReselshasbeen hired by the
Firgt Nations Education Steering
Committee (FNESC) onasix
month contract to provide support
to First Nationsschools, and to
carry out activitiesto support the
FNSA work plan and mandate.
Sheila'spreviouswork experience
isinthefield of early childhood
education and with variousnon-
profit organizations. Sheillahas

a so had considerable experience
tackling thedifficult issueof paren-
tal involvement, and welook
forwardto her knowledgeand
suggestionsinthisand other aress.
Wecome Sheilal

Toll-Free Support
Line to Continue:
Introducing Karen
Horner

In preparation for the next school
year FNESC hashired Karen
Horner to act asthe coordinator
for the FNSA Special Needs
Support line. Karenisaspecia
needseducation teacher and a
former coordinator withtheBC
Teacher’sFederation specia
needsinformation support line.

Thetoll freenumber will bein
serviceagain asof September
2000, and additional information
will bedistributed prior to that
time. Inthemeantime, wewould
liketowelcomeKaren Horner to
the FNSA team.

A Parent’s Club
Starting Next Year

Oneof thenew initiativesto be
implemented in 2000-2001, under
the Gathering Strength program, is
aclubfor First Nation’sparents.
Theclubwill besmilartothe
Seventh Generation Club, involv-
ing prizesandincentivesbeing
provided to school sto distribute
to deserving parentsintheir
communities. First Nations
schoolswill determinethemselves
how to encourage parentd in-
volvement and distributethe
collateral pieces. Theclub man-
agement will ask only that success
storiesbe submitted for inclusion
inaclub newdetter that will be
madeavailableto First Nations
schoolsand parentstwiceayear.
Welook forwardto providing
moredetailsregardingthisinitiative
at theend of August 2000.

A New Pamphlet on
Special Education
Now Available

Last year, the FNSA produced a
threevolume pamphlet seriestitled
Talking About Special Educa-
tion. Those pamphletscovered a
rangeof issuesincluding termsto
know, individua education plans,
fetd dcohol syndrome/effect, and
attention deficit disorder/hyperac-
tivity disorder. A fourth pamphlet
iIsnow available -- AHandbook
for Parents. Copiesof the
pamphlet seriesareavailable
throughthe FNSA office.

First Nations
Schools
Association
Board of Directors

Darwyn John, President
Nt’ akmenlhkal ha School

SandraSmall, Vice President
a q amnik Preschool

SueAlfred
Moricetown Elementary School

Corrine Cahoose
Nagwuntl’ oo Band School

ErnieHill
Hartley Bay Elementary Secondary

SydPauls
haahuupayak School

Regional Representatives

BarbaraBarltrop
Snaw-Naw-As School

Sue Gower
Chalo School

Keith Zabotel
Bonaparte School

Margaret Noble
BdlaBelaCommunity School

Contact

FNSA

100 Park Roya South

West Vancouver, BC

V7T 1A2

phone: (604) 925 - 6087

fax: (604) 925 - 6097
www.firgtnations-schools.bc.ca
email: barbk@fnesc.bc.ca
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