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First Nations Schools Now Receiving New
Funding from Indian and Northern Affairs

2003 started of f with somevery excit-
ing developmentsin Indianand North-
ernAffairsCanada s(INAC) funding
for First Nationsschools.

In January, thefedera government
findly released thenew funding for
specid education servicesinFirst
Nations schools. Following the Decem-
ber 2001 announcement of $30 million
for First Nations schoolsspecia educa
tion programming, INAC and First
Nations representativesworked for
amost ayear tofindizethereevant
accountability measuresrequired by the
federd government.

Atlonglast, thefirst portion of the new
gpecial education funding wasreleased
to First Nationsschoolsin January,
2003. INAC also suggested that the
longdday infunding releasewill likely
resultinan extenson of theinitia two
year funding commitment. We |l keep
everyone up-to-datewith thelatest
information about that commitment.

In additionto the specia education
funding, INAC recently released
$500,000to assist First Nations
schoolsinenhancing their library and

learning resources. That funding was
administered by FNESC and the
FNSA, and it wasused to bulk pur-
chase magazine subscriptions, chil-
dren’sbooks, and parent resources.
Thecollective purchase of those
materia salowed First Nationsschools
to obtain themuch needed materiasat
substantially lower costs.

continued on page 2

Announcing the 2003
First Nations Schools
Conference and FNSA

Annual General Meeting

Itisonceagaintimefor the2003 First
Nations Schools Conferenceand
Annua General Meeting (AGM), and
thisyear’sevent will amost certainly be
another exciting opportunity to cel-
ebratethewonderful work being done
by First Nationsschools.

Thisyear’sconference, whichwill take
placeonApril 25 and 26, 2003 will
focuson sharing practical strategiesfor
improving classroom success.

continued on page 3
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Funding update continued
cont. from page 1

InMarch 2003, INAC a so announced that an
additiona $3 millionwill beprovidedto First Nations
schoolsin BC. That funding increasereflectsthe
comprehensiveresearch that was sponsored by First
Nations Education Steering Committeethroughout
the past two years. That research clearly demon-
dratesthat sgnificantly lessfundingisprovided by
INAC for First Nations schoolsthan is provided for
public schoolsthrough theBC MoE.

The FNSA Board of Directors have expressed great
satisfaction that INAC hasbegunto addressthe
funding discrepancy for First Nationsschools, and
they look forward to continued cooperative effortsto
ensurethat First Nationsschoolsare provided ad-
equateresourcesinfutureyears.

The First Nations SchoolNet
Program is Well Underway

For anyonewho hasnot yet heard, the FNSA isvery
pleased to be working with the First Nations Educa-
tion Steering Committee on theimplementation of the
First Nations School Net Program. Based upona
successful application to Industry Canada, FNESC
and the FN'SA recently becamethe Regional Man-
agement Organization for the BC component of that
program, whichisfocused onincreasing thetechno-
logicd capacity of First Nationsschool sthrough
additional hardware, software, and internet connec-
tions.

Phillip Djwa, the SchoolNet Coordinator, hasbeen
very busy contacting First Nations schoolsto deter-
minetheir technologica needs. Phillipisalsoworking
with an advisory committee of First Nationsschool
representativesto set prioritiesfor the use of the
resourcesavailable. The SchoolNet workplanwill be
reviewed at the upcoming FNSAAGM, and all
commentswill bewelcomeat that time. For anyone
unableto attend that event, pleasefed freeto contact
Phillipfor further information about thisinitiative,

First Nations Schools Continue
to Review Their Successes

In January of thisyear, the FNSA distributed infor-
mationtoall First Nationsschoolsexplaininganew
devel opment inthe eva uation requirementsfor First
Nations schools. First Nations schoolswill now be
required by INAC to clearly demonstrate that they
have completed aschool evaluation onceevery five
years. That requirement includesadult programsthat
arefunded through theINAC nomina rall.

INAC and the FNSA Board agreed that First Na-
tions schoolsshould be supported inther effortsto
fulfill that eval uation requirement through anarrange-
ment that isasflexibleaspossible. First Nations
schoolswill beabletofulfill theevauationrequire-
ment in any oneof threeways. 1. by completing the
FNSA School Assessment Project; 2. by submitting
acompleted Independent School s Branch eval uation
report; or 3. by determining an alternative approach
asagreedtothrough direct discussonwith INAC.

Thefiveyear timelinefor the completion of
evauationswill begin next year. That meansthat all
First Nations schoolsmust completean eval uation
someti me between the beginning of the 2003/2004
school year and the end of the 2007/2008 school
year.

For anyoneinterested in using thefirst option for
fulfilling INAC'seva uation requirements, the FNSA
distributed to al First NationsschoolsinBC a
Request for Lettersof Interest from anyone
interested in participating inthe First Nations school
assessment project. That request will provideall
schoolsan opportunity to completean FNSA
assessment project sometimewithinthenext five
years.

Spaceisdtill availablefor thosewanting to participate
inthe FNSA sponsored project, and further
information isavailableby contacting Barb Kavanagh
at barbk@fnesc.ca
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FNSA Conference and AGM

continued from page 1

The FNSA isvery honoured that Roy Henry Vickers
has agreed to present the Conference keynote
address, whichiscertainto bevery motivational for
school staff. Among the numerousworkshop topics
areteaching inmulti-age classrooms, successful
parenta involvement activities, effectiveprogramming
for adult First Nations students, early language

devel opment, and specia education planning.

Thisyear’sAGM will includeadiscussion of severa
very important topics, including theongoing specia
education support activities, the school assessment
project, and the School Net initiative. In addition, the
FNSA membershipwill beaskedto consider a
proposed project to explorethe dataneeds of First
Nationsschools, including their effortsto use specific
information to measure school, program, and student
success. Background information about all of those
topicshasbeen sent to all First Nationsschools.
Anyonewho did not receivetheAGM packageis
welcometo contact the FNSA officetorequest a

Ccopy.

The FNSA conferenceand AGM asowill again
incorporateaJob Fair, which thisyear will occur
from 2:30t0 6:00 p.m. onApril 26, 2003. New and
experienced teachersand administratorsareinvited
to attend the event and |earn about potential job
opportunitiesin First Nationsschools. All interested
schoolsarewel cometo participatein that event.

Finaly, theeectionsof the 2003/2004 Board of
Directorswill take place at the FNSA AGM. Please
remember that only authorized representatives of
FNSA member schoolsare€ligibleto voteor to be
elected to the Board of Directors. Questionsregard-
ing membership statuscan bedirectedto either Barb
Kavanagh at barbk @fnesc.bc.ca, or to Derek Payne
at (604) 925 - 6087.

First Nations School Principals
Working Together for Success

Oneof thenew prioritiesof the FNSA Board of
Directorshasbeen increased support for First
Nationsschool principals.

Last Fal, the FNSA launcheditseffortsinthisarea
with threeworkshopsfor school principals. The
peoplewho attended those gatherings responded
with great enthusiasm to the chanceto get together
and sharetheir challengesand successes. Theprinci-
pa salso recommended that the FNSA continueto
facilitate opportunitiesfor First Nations school
principal sto support one another.

Following that direction, the FNSA hasorganized
severd immediateinitiativesfor school principals.An
e-mail listservenow exigts, through which principas
can contact their colleagueswith questionsand
suggestionsfor successful programsand activities. In
addition, the FNSA hasmatched upinterested
peoplewith a“principa buddy” -- someonewho
they can contact when necessary for moral support
or ideas. Any principasor school administratorswho
wouldliketojointhelistserve or bematched witha
buddy should send an e-mail to Barb Kavanagh at
barbk @fnesc.bc.caindicating whichinitiativesare of
interest.

Pleasea solook for workshops specifically organized
for Principal sat the upcoming FNSA Conference. In
addition to workshops on teacher eval uation and
supervisonandtheevolving roleof theFirst Nations
schoal principa, theconferencewill includeathink
tank for peopleinterested in discussing additiona
waysinwhich First Nationsschool principalscan be
assstedintheir important work.

Finaly, anew Handbook for First Nations school
principalsiscurrently being printed, and copiesof
that resourcewill besent to all First Nationsschools
by theend of April. Additiona copiesareavailable
by calling Patti at the FNSA office.
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Celebrating the
Seventh Generation Club

Through aThird Gala

Ontheevening of April 24, 2003,
thethird annual Seventh Genera-
tion Club Gaawill becelebrating
the ongoing successof that initia-
tivefor First Nationslearners. The
Seventh Generation Club, which
now includes over 5000 students
from throughout BC, encourages
First Nations studentsto stay-in-
school and makehesdlthy life
choices.

The Seventh Generation Club
Gaawill providean opportunity to
enjoy awonderful meal and great
entertainment, and help raisefunds
foravery important initiative. A
slent auctionwill take placeat the
event, and donationsof auction
itemswill begratefully accepted.

Thisyear the FNSA isexpanding
itseffortsto solicit financia sup-
port for the Seventh Generation
Club by submitting numerous
proposal sto foundationsand
corporations. However, theGala
remainsoneof itskey fundraising
events.

Galaticketsarenow onsale
through the FNSA office. For
moreinformation, please contact
Jenny or Roz at (604) 925 -
6087.

A New Resource Available
for First Nations Boards

Isyour School Board interested in
ng moreinformationto help
themfulfill theirimportant role
successfully? If so, youmay be
interested in the Handbook for
First NationsBoards.

That Handbook, whichwas
written by Dr. Larry Thomasin
cooperationwith an advisory
committeeof First Nationsservice
providers, includessuggestions
about the appropriatefocusfor
Board efforts, whichisgovern-
ance, visonbuilding, and Strategic
planning.

TheHandbook for First Nations
Boardsa so sharesinformation
about indicatorsof non-profit
Board effectiveness, policy devel-
opment, budgeting, advocacy
respons bilities, the organi zation of
effectivemeetings, andrelations
between the Board and the Ex-
ecutive Director.

Dr. Thomas presented the First
Nations Board Handbook in three
Speakers SeriesWorkshopsthis
spring. Copiesof the Handbook
wereasosenttoal First Nations
schoolsand communities, and to
other First Nations service agen-
cies.

Additional copiesareavailable
through the FNESC officefor
anyoneinterested. Please contact
Petti for moredetails.

First Nations
Schools
Association
Board of Directors

GregLouie, President
Maaqtusis School

ErnieHill, VicePresident
Hartley Bay Elem./Sec. School

Susan Gower, Secretary
Chalo School

BarbaraWhite, Treasurer
Qwam Qwum Stalicut School

Regional Representatives

Victor Jim
Moricetown Elementary School

Jeannette Jules
LittleFawn Nursery

GeorginaNelson
Xit' olacw Community School

GloriaNicholson
Tsawataineuk School

AmdiaSark
TI" azten Nation Adult Ed. Centre

Robert Williams
?d  amnik Primary

Contact

First Nations SchoolsAssociation
113- 100 Park Royal South
West Vancouver, BC

V7T 1A2

toll-free: 1-877-422-3672

tel: (604) 925-6087

fax (604) 925-6097
www.fnsaca

email: fnesc@fnesc.ca
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