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Toll Free: 1-877-422-3672

Fax: 604-925-6097


Funding Available

Where the base plus per capita school SEP allocation is insufficient to meet all the needs of all High Cost Special Needs students, First Nations schools can apply to access for additional SEP funding to assist with meeting these needs.  For the 2010/2011 school year, $418,184.00 of SEP funding has been set aside for this purpose.  

Description of “High Cost”
The term “High Cost” is problematic in that it refers to the cost of services rather than the specific special need.  Many services considered Low Cost in the provincial education system are in fact High Cost in First Nations schools.  The cost of services also varies greatly among First Nations schools due to geographic location, capacity within the community, access to outside services, etc. For this reason, the following description of SEP eligible recipients from the Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC) SEP Terms and Conditions will be used by First Nations to determine which students would be considered eligible for High Cost programs and services.  

Students eligible for funding under the SEP are those whose special education needs cannot be met within the resources intended for the general student population.   Broadly speaking, special education needs of students fall within a continuum of mild to moderate, moderate to severe and severe to profound. Special needs categorized as mild are expected to be addressed within the low cost special education needs component of the basic tuition rate for the general student population; only special education needs that are more costly to address (generally ranging from moderate to profound) are eligible for additional funding under the SEP.  Funding under the SEP does not include enhanced programs and services for gifted students or enriched, subject specific programming for students streamed into, for example, drama and the arts.

Criteria

· Students eligible to receive additional funds must be on or eligible to be on the INAC nominal roll and attending a First Nations school.
· Additional funds may be requested for High Cost assessment purposes and for High Cost programs and services. 

· FNESC/FNSA Additional SEP funds Application Form

· Student Individual Education Plan (it does not have to be complete, but needs to show that a meeting has taken place and that goals for the student have been established and needs/resources identified)
· If the student for whom the additional funds are requested leaves the school prior to February 10th, 2012, or if the expenditures for the student are lower than expected, the unused additional funds must be returned to FNESC by February 28, 2012.  This will enable FNESC/FNSA to accommodate as many requests for additional funding as possible.

Any unallocated funds will be redistributed to First Nations schools before March 31, 2012.

 Schools that receive additional SEP funds must account for those funds in their school SEP final report.

Application deadlines: October 24th, 2011.
Application Process Consideration
1. Schools must complete the FNESC/FNSA Additional SEP Funds Application Form and submit it along with any other documents such as Individual Education Plans, assessment reports, etc. to the FNESC/FNSA office. 

2. The deadline for applications for additional funds is for administration purposes, but all extenuating applications will be considered prior to February 28, 2012 regardless of application date (e.g. High Cost student transferring to a school after the application deadline).  The ability to fund late applications will be dependant on the amount of funding remaining.  

3. The Special Education staff will review applications and make the funding decisions.  A minimum of 3 FNESC Special Education staff members, and a FNSA Board member will be required to review and be involved in the decision and approval for these funds.

4.  Schools who submit applications that are approved will receive a letter indicating the amount of additional funding allocated to them, and will also be required to sign a contribution agreement prior to the release of the funds.  

5.  Schools that are not approved for additional funding will also receive a letter.  The FNESC/FNSA Special Education Resource staff will be available to assist schools in supporting students whose applications are not approved.
FNESC/FNSA Additional SEP Funds Application Form

2011/2012
Please refer to the Criteria and Guidelines for the Additional SEP funds and complete the following information as thoroughly as possible.  Complete and detailed information will assist the FNESC/FNSA in making funding decisions.  Send all information to the FNESC/FNSA office.

IMPORTANT: Please fill-in all information

	SCHOOL


	

	CONTACT NAME


	

	PHONE


	

	FAX


	

	E-MAIL


	


High Cost Student Services/Resources Information

1. Our school SEP allocation has been used entirely for High Cost special needs programs and services, and we still cannot meet the needs of our High Cost special needs student(s).

(
Yes   (refer to 2011/2012 SEP workplan)

(
No

2. Describe the student’s specific needs and the services/resources that are needed to meet the student’s needs.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Service/resource required
	Details of service/resource
	Cost

	Staff
	
	

	Staff Training
	
	

	Resource materials
	
	

	Technology
	
	

	Equipment
	
	

	Other
	
	

	
	
	Total:


3. We have consulted with other organizations, professionals and/or parents regarding the needs of this student and have determined goals and strategies for this student that require additional funds to achieve. 

(
Yes    Others that have been involved:     







___________________________________







___________________________________







___________________________________

(
No

Please explain: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. The student’s Individual Education Plan (I.E.P.) is attached.  
(
Yes

(
No

Please explain: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Assessment Information

5. Has this student received an assessment that has determined the need for additional services that are not within the current resources of the school?

(
Yes

(
No

Please explain/provide results:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.i) Does this student require additional funds in order to receive a specialized assessment?

(
Yes
Type of assessment required: __________________________________

(
No

Please explain: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.ii) Please fill out the appropriate sections indicating the details of the assessment required and the funds needed.

( The assessment will be conducted in the community.  

    Name of Specialist/Assessor:_____________________________________________

	Specialist/Assessor fees
	

	Travel costs
	

	Accommodation costs
	

	Other
	

	Total
	


(  The assessment will be conducted at a specialized facility.


    Name of facility: _______________________________________________________

    Location of facility: _____________________________________________________

    Number of people required to travel________________________________________

	Assessment cost
	

	Travel costs
	

	Accommodation costs
	

	Other
	

	Total
	





Special Education Program (SEP) Additional Funds








PAGE  
4

