BC Regional Policy on

Special Education for First Nations Schools

Preamble

All First Nations students are unique, and possess their special interests, abilities, and learning needs.  All students are capable of learning and share the same fundamental right to a quality education.  Education systems must respect and accommodate the wide diversity of students, including those with special needs.

First Nations parents and communities have both the privilege and the responsibility of ensuring that all First Nations children are provided every opportunity for success.  Every First Nations student has the right to attend the education setting most appropriate for her or his needs, determined by each student in cooperation with her of his family or caregivers. 

If desired, all students have a right to be accommodated in a regular school setting, with services appropriate to their needs, delivered by qualified personnel.  First Nations students have a right to access education that encompasses their spiritual, physical, social, emotional, and cognitive development, and their education should prepare them adequately for lifelong learning.  

First Nations schools were developed with the express goal of providing First Nations students with a high quality education that teaches First Nations learners the knowledge, skills and values they need to become responsible and productive community members.  First Nations schools also provide all students with a solid foundation in their language and culture, and attempt to instill First Nations values, understandings, and traditions.  First Nations schools are also one mechanism through which First Nations are exercising their jurisdiction for education. 

In BC, the First Nations Education Steering Committee (FNESC) and the First Nations Schools Association (FNSA) have been working for several years to support First Nations schools in their efforts to provide quality education to all students, regardless of their needs.  The foundation for the FNESC and FNSA activities were outlined in None Left Behind:  A Proposal for Action (1996; and revised 1997 and 1998).

Building upon that foundation, the First Nations Education Steering Committee and the First Nations Schools Association have been mandated by First Nations schools to administer the Special Education Program (SEP) funding provided by the Department of Indian Affairs for the BC Region.  At the 200 FNSA AGM, the following motion was passed with the consensus of all members:

Should DIA make special education funding available for First Nations schools, the FNSA should administer the funding available for BC, with all services and programs implemented accessible by all First Nations schools in the province.

Since 2003, the Special Education Program (SEP) has been in place, providing funding for students with special needs in First Nations schools.  These policies are intended to guide the administration of special needs funding and other efforts to assist First Nations schools with the delivery of local programs and services to students with special needs.

Policy 1: General FNESC and FNSA Policy Statement

FNESC and the FNSA will support each school with the development, administration and implementation of a locally-based education policy.  FNESC and the FNSA will respect the autonomy of each First Nations school to provide quality services to learners with special needs.

Procedures

1. The FNESC and FNSA boards will oversee all regional activities related to special education in First Nations schools.

2. FNESC and FNSA will provide support and information for First Nations schools and communities related to the establishment of locally based special

      education advisory committees.

3. FNESC and FNSA will provide a template to assist First Nations schools and     

communities with policy development.

4. To support the development of local special education polices, the First

Nations Special Education Resource Line will be available for consultation. 

Policy 2: Equity Among Communities

All First Nations schools require adequate resources to ensure that their students with special needs are provided the programs and services they require in order to reach their full potential.  FNESC and the FNSA will therefore endeavor to equitably disperse funding and support to all First Nations schools.

Procedures

1. FNESC and the FNSA will provide clear, fair and equitable guidelines for   

services so that all First Nations schools can participate in the available 

special education initiatives and programs.

2. FNESC and the FNSA processes will be conducted in a manner that is open

and transparent.

Policy 3:  Appeals Process

Should a situation arise where there is disagreement regarding some aspect of the special education program implementation or funding distribution, every effort will be made to resolve the disagreement in a timely and fair manner. 

1. Any issues requiring an appeal are to be submitted in writing to the   

FNESC/FNSA special education manager.

2. The written appeals will be forwarded to the FNSA and FNESC boards for 

discussion and resolution. 

3. Should the appealing party not be satisfied with the outcome of the discussions at the board level, the issue will be tabled for discussion and

resolution by the FNSA membership at the annual FNSA AGM.  

Policy 4: Quality of Service

Qualified special education teachers, professionals and paraprofessionals are necessary for the successful implementation of programs and services.  As well, First Nations schools should be able to access quality and appropriate programs and services to meet the needs of all students, especially those with special needs.  

Procedures

1. Programs supported by FNESC and the FNSA will recognize the need to 

recruit and retain qualified staff through remuneration comparable to other standard rates for such professionals.

2. Information regarding provincial standards in the area of special education 

will be provided to support communities in delivering services of a comparable or higher quality.  Information about currently recognized definitions and assessment tools will also be provided to help schools that want to use terminology and materials that are transferable between schools and education systems.  

3. Extensive support for curriculum development, which includes attention to 

First Nations languages, will be an integral component of the special education strategy to support programs that meet First Nations cultural and linguistic requirements.

Policy 5: Accessibility

All First Nations students with special needs should be able to access the programs, services and materials needed to succeed in their school experience.  Schools should be free of physical barriers that may hinder this goal.  To allow schools to improve accessibility and eliminate existing barriers, adequate funding is required.  

Procedures

1. FNESC and FNSA will provide information to assist with the identification of 

accessibility problems and will encourage the construction of barrier free facilities and transportation systems.

Policy 6:  Professional Development

Appropriately trained teachers, paraprofessionals, and administrators in the field of special education are limited.  With the identification of students with special needs, appropriate training of school personnel and culturally relevant and sensitive methods pertaining to these students are needed.

Procedures

1. FNESC and FNSA will continue to organize Speaker Series workshops focused on issues related to supporting children with special needs. 

2. FNESC and FNSA will invite school personnel to attend conferences featuring speakers with expertise in the foiled of special education.

3. FNESC and FNSA will provide information and incentives for teachers to participation post-secondary courses or other workshops focusing on special education. 

4. FNESC and FNSA will provide thorough and ongoing research into the efficacy of specific special education programs being used in BC First Nations schools. 

5. FNESC and FNSA will provide grants for the delivery of local professional development days.

Policy 6: Student Assessment and Program Planning

The appropriate assessment and identification of students with special needs is the crux of this policy.  It not only provides data to support the need for funding for programs and services, but it also determines the strengths and needs of a student so that appropriate programs and services can be made available.  Once specific needs have been identified, Individual Education Plans (IEPs) should be developed to effectively plan for the student with special needs.

Procedures

1. FNESC and FNSA will continue to support and organize student assessments 

as outlined in the Special Needs Assessment Project.

2. FNESC and FNSA will coordinate the hiring of qualified psychologists to 

undertake assessments in schools as necessary.

3. FNESC and FNSA will support the development of school-based teams to 

prioritize student assessments and the management of program planning for identified students.

4. FNESC and FNSA will provide assistance to First Nations schools for the 

development of an IEP to ensure that all the needs of the learner will be met.

5. FNESC and FNSA will develop information booklets for parents on 

understanding assessment reports and the IEP process. 

Policy 7:  Early Intervention 

Experience and research clearly indicate the advantage of early identification and remediation of special needs.  Providing adequate support to young students with special needs reduces the impact of their special needs as they grow and develop.  FNESC and FNSA will therefore support appropriate programs and interventions for at-risk students, including those related to areas pertinent to school success such as speech and language acquisition and literacy.  

Procedures

1. FNESC and FNSA will support provincial and community based initiatives 

that focus on early intervention.

2. FNESC will encourage liaison between schools and early childcare programs 

to ease the transition between preschools and kindergartens.  

Policy 9: First Nations Schools Special Education Programs

Each First Nations schools and community is unique, and has its own priorities and requirements.  Schools will access funding for specific programs and services based upon an indication of their needs and evidence of thorough planning for meeting those needs.  The process will be flexible and open to creative and alternative approaches and solutions.  

Procedures

1. FNESC and the FNSA will provide support for locally-based programs 

And service development and implementation.

Policy 10:  Accountability

FNESC and the FNSA will monitor the success of the special education policy through ongoing evaluations of the programs and services available to First Nations schools in BC.

Procedures

1. FNESC and the FNSA will require each community to submit a report

on local incentives upon their completion.

2. FNESC and the FNSA will collect the reports of programs and services and 

Publish them in a summary report to be shared with other First Nations and INAC. 

3. FNESC members, FNSA directors, First Nations schools, and FNESC staff 

will have input into an ongoing evaluation of regional level activities so that recommendations for future initiatives will be provided.  

� Students with special needs, for the purpose of this document, are defined as any students, whether challenged or gifted, who require specialized learning opportunities and adapted services, equipment, and/or educational programs in order to achieve their full potential. 
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