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Overview
The funding formula for First Nations Schools in BC was established as part of the BC Tripartite Education Agreement
(BCTEA), based on the BC Ministry of Education’s funding model for public schools, with adaptations to reflect the
unique circumstances of First Nations.




As described in detail in a BCTEA Funding Formula Handbook (see www.fnesc.ca), First Nations schools’ funding
allocations are calculated using student enrolment data and factors that apply specifically to each school.
The funding amount is primarily driven by enrolment data, consistent with information provided on the annual
Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) Nominal Roll.
ISC applies the BCTEA funding formula to First Nations schools, as outlined on the BCTEA “Funding Detail Budget
Report” that ISC provides to First Nations each year.

FNESC has developed a “Funding Estimator” tool to allow First Nation schools to estimate funding for the upcoming
school year. The purpose of the tool is to assist First Nations with forecasting their school funding based on projected
enrolments. Since the forecasting tool is based on historical data, funding estimates produced by this tool are never
precise. Below is a brief description of the steps to follow when using the BCTEA Funding Estimator Tool.

Step 1:





Go to the “DataInfo(Input)” tab of the Excel book/tool
Select the name of the First Nation from the dropdown list in cell “B5” (see # “1” in screenshot below)
Complete Numbers “2” through “6” as applicable
To erase all previously entered data and reset the tool, hit the macro button at the top

Step 2:
 Then go to the “Estimator (Output)” tab
 Funding components and total funding will be automatically calculated
 (Optional) To try out “What-If” scenarios, change the enrolment figures in the input tab and monitor how
the funding amounts change in output tab

Note – For assistance:
Please contact FNESC Funding Analyst Dileepa Kumarapperuma (dileepak@fnesc.ca)

